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S UMMARY  

Websites that play a central role in the business s trategy are never self -contained.  Application 

Programming In terfaces (APIs) come s tandard w ith GX  WebManager. They allow developers to, 

in addition to the standard config uration options, adap t an imp le mentation to the demand and 

connec t it to o ther applications.  

 

The Design  API a llows determin ing and modify ing  the des ign of a website very easily, us ing 

JSPs. 

 

 

PREREQUISITES  

To use the GX  WebManager  SDK, the programmer  shou ld  have  the  fo llow ing:  

 Experience w ith (X)HTML and CSS.  

 Experience w ith sc ript language (e.g ., JSP, PHP, ASP).  Programming takes place in a 

JSP environmen t, so  experience w ith JSP is an ad van tage.  

 Experience w ith Java is  handy but not required .  

 

The progra mmer should also have comp leted the GX  WebManager bas ic  and advanced tra in ing 

modules for editors .  It is also handy to be familiar w ith using WCBs (WebManager Component 

Bundles), GX WebManager forms and datab ase connec tions, bu t it is  not abso lute ly necess ary.  

 

 

RELATED TOPICS  

Presentation  Services  

 Fonts  & S tyles  

Software Develop ment kit  

 WCB Develop ment ð Qu ick Star t  

 WCB Develop ment ð Tu torial  

 

 

VERSION CONTROL  

Version  Date Description  

1.0 February 15, 2008 Initia l version  

1.01 February 26, 2008 Added document ID on tit le page  
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1  INT RODUCTION  

GX W ebManager supports separation of des ign, logic , and cont ent.  This document explains how 

this s eparat ion comes  about and where t hese three areas  meet.  

 

This chapter briefly  explains  how a page in GX  WebManager is constructed, what t he parts of the 

Design SDK are, which technologies are inv olv ed, and how t hey  can be used in GX W ebManager. 

 

Java Server Pages  (JSPs) deter mine the design of GX W ebManager pages. JSPs are a way of easily  

creating dynamic  websites bas ed on the Java standar d.  From the JSPs, GX WebManager functions 

and genera lly available functions are requested.  These functions are part of a) the W ebManager 

API and b) third party taglibs , such as JSTL for example. These t wo ways a llow adding Bus iness 

Logic to the page.  They a lso a llow access to the content  in GX WebManager. Therefore, JSPs are 

the ax les bet ween desig n, logic, and content .  

 

 

 

Webmaster

Editor

Presentation

Content

Business Logic

Website visitors

JSPs

WebManager API + taglibs
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1.1  The  GX  Web Ma nage r A PI and  J STL  

One of the most important parts of the Design SDK is the GX WebManager Design API. API stands 

for Application Programmer Interfac e and defines the interface between an application and a 

service. In the GX WebManager context , the web pages ð as the end user sees them ð are the 

ôapplicationõ and GX WebManager is the ôserviceõ. 

 

JSPs are made dynamic by adding  ca lls to functions , specified in the GX  W ebManager Design API. 

The API is implemented in Java and is requested in a JSP as a tag  l ibrary  (a s o-ca lled tagl ib ).  

 

Besides the GX W ebManager tag lib, third party tag libs can be used, s uch as the JSTL tag libs . JSTL 

tag libs, which are frequent ly us ed,  allow the use of statements such as ôif-thenõ, ôchooseõ, and 

ôforEachõ in a JSP. Other functions are us ed t o for mat dates, to use locales , and to execute 

quer ies.  Additional deta il about JSTL  fa lls  be yond the scope of t his document, but s evera l 

tutoria ls are available online . A handy overview of the most frequ ent ly used JSTL functions is 

available at:  Hhtt p://www.jadecove.com/downloads/jst l -quick -referenc e.pdf H  

 

http://www.jadecove.com/downloads/jstl-quick-reference.pdf
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2  DESIGN IN S IX STEPS  

This chapter explains in a few steps , how any des ign/w ebsit e can be placed in GX W ebManager 

and how it can be made dynamic.  This is primarily intended to ens ure that GX  WebManagerõs page 

content is s hown in the new design.  This chapter will show in a few s imple steps , the power of 

the GX WebManager SDK. Y ou may  not c ompletely understand a ll the details immediately a fter 

taking  thes e steps. The deta ils  will be covered in t he next chapter.  

 

Attention :  These instructions assume that the person execut ing them, has access to a loca lly  

insta lled GX  WebManager (or has access  to GX WebManagerõs installation folder on a network 

disk).  

 

2.1  STEP 1  ð Co l lec t the  H TML  

Every project based on GX WebManager requires an HTML version of the webs ite before the design 

of the site can be implement ed.  This step uses this HTML v ersion in such a way that it can be the 

starting point for a new pres entat ion  of a page in GX WebManager. The static HTML webs ite HTML 

is usually  prov ided by the designer , but in this  example we start with saving  an existing  webs ite .   

 

You can choos e any website you want, but if this is your first time then you get the best results 

with a website that is not too complex and wit h a page that conta ins an artic le. Usually this is not 

the homepage but  an artic le detail page.  

 

Actions:  

 Open Firefox (F irefox  saves  the we b page better than Internet  Explorer).  

 

 Go to a page of the stat ic  HTML webs ite  that  has  to be trans ferred to GX  W ebManager. 

 

 Select  the Save page as  opt ion from the Fi le  menu.  

 

 Save the page wit h an appropriate short name, mysite.html ,  for  example.  

 

 A mysite.html  fi le and a mysite _files  fo lder have been created on disk.  

 

The mysi te_files  fo lder contains the images, sty le s heets, and other f i les that make the page 

complet e.  It is possible t hat images important  to the des ign are r eferred to in the sty le s hee t (a  

fi le ending wit h .css)  or in a Javascript f i le . Firefox does not download t hese fi les , so they will 

have to be downloaded separately (by requesting them one by one in the browser and saving them 

to the folder that  contains the other  images ( mysite _fil es ).  
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2.2  STEP 2  ð Cr eate  a  p res enta t ion  W C B  

In order to deploy your custom presentation to a GX WebManager insta llat ion you have to use a 

presentat ion WCB (W ebManager Component Bundle). The WCB is a s mall .jar (Java A Rchive) fi le 

that contains a ll your JSPs and static f i les. Once it is deploy ed the JSPs and static fi les are copied 

to the right director ies  in the GX WebManager  insta llation.  

 

Actions:  

 Open an MS-DO S prompt in a directory outside your GX WebManager insta llation directory  

where you would like to creat e your pres entat ion WCB , for example C: \ svn \ . You 

donôt have to create a subdirectory, the Maven command will do this.  

 Run the following Maven command and replace the marked wor ds by your own GX 

WebManager version, pr esentat ion group, pr esentat ion na me and location of your 

settings.xml  f i le respectively . Us e lower case characters for the group and 

presentat ion names .  Note t hat the command is  one string , not severa l lines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please a lso note that y ou have to f i ll in the WebManager version that you  are using with 

the property ôDarchetypeVersionõ. In the above example itõs version 9.3.1. 

 

 You should see a óBuild successfulô message from the Maven command and the  

myfirstpresentation  direc tory should be crea ted. The direc tory struc ture is:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Crea te several subdirec tor ies in the /static /project  direc tory  to  s tore the  

various types of  s tatic f iles . For example  img ,  css  and js .  

 Copy your static fi les from the mysite_fi les  direc tory to  the /static/project  

sub direc tor y .  

 Copy the mysite.html  file  to the  .. /jsp/page/  d irec tory.  

 Rename the  mysite.html  fi le to mysi te.jsp  

 Move the ex isting page.jsp  and page.xml  fi les  away from the WCB, but keep them 

saved for later inspiration when you are work ing on your own mysite.jsp  doc ument. 

Move them for  example t o yo ur Desktop.  

mvn archetype:create - DarchetypeGroupId=nl.gx.webmanager.archetypes -

DarchetypeArtifactId=webmanager - presentation - archetype -

DarchetypeVersion= 9.3.1  - DgroupId= mypresentationgroup  -

DartifactId= myfirstpresentation  - DpackageName=nl.gx.produ ct  

- s .. \ wm9.3.1 \ settings.xml  

myfirstpresentation/src/main/..  

                            /java/nl/gx/product/ Activator.java  

                            /resources/presentationtype/..  

                                                /jsp/page/*.jsp,*.xml  

                                                /static/project/*.jpg  
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2.3  STEP 3  ð Co nve rt  the  H TML to  J SP  

JSP files contain the websiteõs HTML code but also functions to use data from GX W ebManager 

dynamically  on t he page.  This a llows , for instanc e, placing a code in t he JSP to print a paragraph 

or an imageõs URL.  

These functions originate in the GX  WebManager API (Application Pr ogrammer Interfac e).  This API 

can be us ed in the JSPs  using a taglib .  This tag lib has  to be imported at the beginning  of the JSP.  

Each GX W ebManager JSP fi le has  an associat ed descr iptor fi l e .  This descriptor fi le is an XML fi le 

that contains more infor mation about the JSP fi le.  It contains, for example, the name, a 

description, and poss ible additional dynamic parameters such as presentation properties (more 

infor mat ion about these propertie s will fo llow).  

 

Note :  <WM home> refers to the path of the GX  W ebManager insta llation folder.  This  pat h is 

differ ent for  eac h insta llat ion.  

 

Actions:  

 Open the mysite. jsp  f i le in Notepad or any other  text editor.  

 

 Open the <WM home>\ webmanager - webapps \ webmanager - backend -

webapp \ target \ webmanager - backend - webapp - 1.0 - SNAPSHOT\ WEB-

INF \ project \ nl.gx.product.wmpcommun ityeditionstyle \ page \ page.jsp  fi le.  

 

 From the page.jsp  fi le, copy the f irst ±54  lines, until t he line that starts with 

<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC .  (This c ode is a lso shown in Paragraph 4.2.) 

 

 Paste the c opied JSP c ode in t he mysite.jsp  fi le above the f irst line in the origina l 

HTML code. 

 

 Create a new mys ite.xml  f i le and place it in the same folder as mysite.jsp . The XML 

fi le should conta in the following :  

 

 

 

 

 

 Adjust  the name and display - name (it  is  recommended to give them both the same 

logic a l name).  In GX WebManager pull-down menus , t he display - name s hows up as  an 

option to s elect the design implement ed by mysite .jsp .  

 

 Now it is time for the f irst deploy m ent of our pres entation WCB to GX WebManager. In 

MS-DOS run the following  command in t he myfirstpresentation  directory:  

 mvn clean install - s .. \ .. \ wm9.3.1 \ settings.xml  

<presentation>  

  <name>mysite page</name>  

  <display - name>mysite page</display - name> 

  <scope>Page</scope>  

</presentation>  
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 This command will create a target  directory that contains the WCB: 

myfirstpresentation - 1 .0.0.jar .   

 

 You can either upload this WCB us ing the WCB management cons ole in GX W ebManager or 

copy the f i le to the <WM home>\ work \ deploy  directory manually.  

 

 I t takes maximum 30-40 sec onds for GX WebManager to extract the WCB, read the 

contents and the XML descriptor f i les and t o have the presentation available. You can 

check if your new pres entation is available by logg ing in to the edit env ironment and 

opening the Format  > Presentation > [Presentations]  panel.  Set the scope to 

ôpageõ and you should see your  new pr esentat ion.  

 

If you donõt see your presentation in the panel something might have gone wrong. For step by 

step troubles hoot ing  tips  see c hapter 5 ôTroubleshootingõ. 
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2.4  STEP 4  ð Ch ange  t he  pat hs  to  d yna m ic  pat hs  

When sav ing the web page to loca l f i les , F irefox modif ies the required f i les request (for example, 

to mysite_files/myimage. jpg ).  Those fi les should now be requested from the web server (for 

instanc e, Hhtt p:// loca lhost:8080/web/static/project/images/myimage.jpg H).  All the pat hs to static 

fi les  hav e to be  modif ied in the JSPs.  

 

The method below takes care of most structura l problems. The JSP code functions in the loca l 

development environment as well as in the production env ironment, where the host settings can 

be entirely  different  (and, t herefore, requesting a fi le should be c ompletely different ).  

 

Actions:  

 Go to GX W ebManager and assign t he new des ign to a new page. Perfor m the following  

steps: 

o Log into GX WebManager. 

o Create a new page from the File > New >  Page  menu.  

o Set the state of this page to ôPublishedõ. 

o Enter s ome t ext on t he page and an image element.  

o Go to the File  > Properties  >  Design  menu.  

o Check the ôDefine other settings for this pageõ check box and click [Apply] .  

o Next to ôPresentationõ, select the name entered in the mysite.xml , c lick 

[Apply]  and after t hat [Close] .  

 

 Preview the page:  O pen a new browser window and, at the front of the webs ite, go to 

the ne wly creat ed page with the new design (in this stage of the proc ess, it is possible 

for GX WebManagerõs preview to act up; this is why a separate browser is used). You will 

probably s ee a page that has some character istics of your orig ina l page, but that do esnõt 

have the right stylesheets, images are not shown and it doesnõt show the text and image 

youõve added to the page. 

 

 Modify  the following  line i n the mysite.jsp  in your  WCB. 

 

 

 

 Replace the existing paths  to the sty le sheets  with dy namic  pat hs based on  the 

staticFilesUrl .  For example:  

 

 

 Repeat this step for  eac h pat h to the external Javas cripts.  

 Modify the following line in mysite.jsp  (or  replac e mysite_files  with the r ea l 

path):  

 

<c:set var="staticFilesUrl"  

       value="${website.staticFil esUrl}/static/project" />  

<link href="$ {staticFilesUrl}/css/style.css"  

rel="stylesheet" type="text/css">  

<c:set var="imageDir" value="${staticFilesUrl}/img" scope="page" />  

http://localhost:8080/web/static/project/images/myimage.jpg
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 Do a search and replac e throughout the document and replac e ="mysite_fi les"  with 

="${imageDir}" .  

 

 Deploy  the WCB (see step 3).  

 

Tip: Appendix X6.2 X contains a batch sc rip t that qu ickly copies the  f iles of your 

presentation  WCB to  your WebManager ins tallation. Th is  saves time .  

 

 Check in the browser to see what  the page now looks  like.  It should be an exact  replica 

of t he orig ina l.  

 

By default, the staticFilesUrl  points to the /backend/web  fo lder.  A staticfilesUrl  can 

a lso be selected in the GX  WebManager setup tool (/web/se tup ) for the ôstatic_file s_ur lõ 

parameter on the [ General Configuration ]  tab.  But in most situations the default  setting  

will work  fine for loca l development and production environments.  

 

2.5  STEP 5  ð Ch ange  t he  con tent  t o dyn am ic  co nten t  

The web page sav ed in step 1 is  now used as th e design for a page in GX WebManager. At this 

time, however, only the static content from the or igina l HTML code is shown.  This should, of 

course, be replaced with paragraphs  and other GX  W ebManager c ontent elements  on the page.  

 

In this step, the content  of the page is  removed from the JSP and replaced with a request to 

GX W ebManager that generates  the c ontent of the page and pr ints it in the JSP.  

 

Actions:  

 In mysite.jsp , locate the cont ent (text + images) of the page saved in step 1 and 

replace it  with:  

 

 

 

<wm:pagePart label="WM content" />  

<wm:pagePart label="WM databasepage" />  

<wm:pagePart label="WM mediaItemContent" />  

<wm:pagePart label="WM sitemap" />  

<wm:pagePart label="WM searchresults" />  
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2.6  STEP 6  ð Apply other ôquick win s õ 

Aft er step 5, the content pagepart  in the design is dynamic :  The content shown is generated by  

GX W ebManager. To make an even bigger impact on visitors, other parts of the page can a lso be 

easily made dy namic.  

 

The task of an eng ineer working wit h SDK is simply mak ing a ll items from t he HTML design that 

should be dy namic, dynamic  (for example, nav igations and page s ections ).  

 

Examples of quick  wins:  

 

Pr inting  the  title of a page  in  the b lue bar  

In mysite.jsp , loc ate the  tit le of the page (= the part between <tit le>  and </title> ) and 

replace it  with:  

 

 

Pr inting  a navigation  path  

In the JSP, you will s ee <head>  somewhere on top of the page.  Following <head> ,  add this line:  

 

 

In mysite.jsp , add t he following  code just  abo ve the ôcontentõ page part: 

 

 

The sty le of the page has now c hanged.  This is necessary becaus e certain tags that are defined in 

this sty le s heet will be us ed.  

 

Pr inting  the  publication date of a page  

To print the pageõs publication date, this code should be plac ed:  

 

 

More infor mation about using properties and methods from GX WebManager can be found in the 

next c hapt er.  

${website.title} -  ${ t itle}  

<link rel="stylesheet" 

href="${staticFilesUrl}/wm/f/webmanager/stylesheet.css" type="text/css" />  

<wm:pagePart  label="WM path" />  

<fmt:formatDate value="${presentationcontext.pageVersion.publicationDate}" 

pattern="d MMMM yyyy" />  
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3  GX WE BMANAGER JSPS  

This chapt er will cov er the deta ils of the 6 steps you hav e taken in the prev ious chapter . It will 

explain mor e about JSPs  and their relat ion to GX WebManager. 

3.1  Con stru ct ion  o f a G X  We bManag er  pag e  

Each GX WebManager page is connected to a presentation .  A presentation is connected to its own 

JSP template, used by GX WebManager  to generate the HTML of the page.  

 

A website  page can be divided in one or more so -ca lled page parts  t hat contain different 

infor mat ion.  Usually , there is a page part with the main cont ent of a page (e.g., an artic le), a  

page part wit h the sit e navigation, a  page part for the page s ections, etc.  In GX WebManager, 

each page part is connected to its own JSP fi le.  A JSP fi le associat ed with a page part uses the 

.j spf   extension (Java Server Page Fragment). 

 

The page parts needed are request ed from the ôpageõ JSP, and the associated JSPF is  used to 

generate the HTML code for eac h page part.  Finally, the pageõs HTML code is combined with the 

HTML code of all the page parts and is sent as an HTML page to the websiteõs visitor. 

 

One of the most important page parts is the ôContentõ page part. The c ontent ele ments of a page 

are retrieved here.  Each content element has its own presentation and, thus, a ls o a JSP F fi le.  The 

ôContentõ page part requests all these JSPF files  and combines the generated HTML code.  

 

A des ign wit h associated pres entations and JSP fi les comes standard with GX WebManager . This 

default des ign is ca lled the Cleans ite .  Appendix X6.1 X offers a schematic picture of the c leans ite.  

Page parts are also indicated.  The c leansite comes in handy becaus e it contains many t asks 

a lready programmed.  Before creat ing  your  own design, observe how it  is  done in the c leansit e.  

 

3.2  Pre sen tat ion  d esc riptor s  

To connect a JSP to GX W ebManager, a presentation descr iptor  has to be defined.  The 

presentat ion descriptor ð wr itten in XML ð identif ies the JSP for GX WebManager . Almost every JSP 

has its  own descriptor.  GX WebManager reads the presentat ion descriptors recursively every 30 

seconds and ensures  that  the JSP fi les bec ome available in GX WebManagerõs GUI. 

 

A presentation descript or for a  JSPF that implements the design of a paragraph may look as 

follows:  

 

 

 

 

 

<presentation>  

  <name>WM textelement</name>  

  <display - name>WM textelement</display - name> 

  <scope>TextElement</scope>  

</presentation > 
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The XML fi le has the same name as the JSP; only the extens ion is different:  .xml .  

GX WebManager uses the ôscopeõ (in the example above ôTextElementõ) to categorize all the 

presentat ions.  The scope names deter mine for which part in GX  WebManager the pr esentat ion is 

intended.  Possible scope names are inc luded in the default GX  WebManager presentat ion 

descriptors.  All scope names can also be viewed in the ôScopeõ presentation pull-down list on the 

[Presentation s ]  tab from the Format > Presentat ion  menu.  

 

It is possible to define sev era l pres entation descriptors for, for instanc e, t he same element.  If 

more than one pres entation descript or is defined for, for instanc e, the paragraph, a pu ll -down list 

to select one of the presentations for this paragraph element appears automatica lly in 

GX W ebManager. The names of the presentations, as defined in the descriptors, appear in the 

pull -down list.  This giv es editors of the webs ite the possibilit y to choose from various 

presentat ions of every  element (provided that  there is more than one pres entation available).  

3.3  Cont ent s of  a  J SP   

Foremost, a  JSP fi le (see Appendix X6.5 X for a n example) contains simply t he HTML that is  

requested.  In combinat ion wit h the spec ia l <% %> tag (the so-ca lled scr iptlets ), it is possible to 

inc lude Java code in the JSP. Try to avoid using these script lets: JSPs are des igned to contain 

HTML and scripting c ode, not Java code.  

 

JSP directives a llow t he use of so -ca lled tag  libraries.  To use the core functions of t he JSP 

Standard Tag  Library (JSTL), the following  directiv e s hould be placed at  the beg inning:  

 

 

Technical explanation:  This URI is not a rea l URI, but it specifies the tag library to be us ed. In 

GX WebManagerõs web.xml , t he URI tag library is mapped to the rea l location of the TLD (in the 

<WM home>\ webmanager - webapps \ webmanager - backend - webapp \ target \ webmanager -

backend - webapp - 1.0 - SNAPSHOT\ WEB- INF \ wm\ tld ) path.  

 

The prefix (in this case "c") det er mines  the tag name preceding the colon of a request.  The JSTL  

core funct ions  offer, among  other things , t he possibility for iteration.  An example:  

 

 

 

To gain acc ess in t he JSPs to Java methods, an important object, the presentationcontext , is 

added to the request.  In the JSPs , quest ions can be pos ed to this object:  ôIn which web initiative 

am I?õ or ôIn which element am I?õ. This object can be requested in the JSP using Express ion 

Language (EL): 

 

 

The EL offers a simple way to gain access in JSPs to objects and assoc iated methods .  An EL  

expression is  a lways of the ${...}  for m.  

 

<%@ taglib uri="http://java.sun.com/jstl/core" prefix="c" %>  

<c:forEach var="index" begin="1" end="5">  

  ...  

</c:forEach>  

${presentationcontext}  
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The Java int erface PresentationContex t  consists of a list of methods that can be requested in 

the JSP. To see a list of a ll ava ilable methods and properties you will need the  API Javadoc , which 

will be provided by your trainer and is a lso available on GX Partnerweb.  When the ZIP fi le is 

unpacked in a folder, the index.h tml  of the Javadoc can be opened in a browser .  If, for 

example, t he methods of the PresentationContext  object  should be shown, the object can be 

found in the frame at  the bottom left;  a ll of its met hods  will be shown in the main frame.  

 

Methods c annot be us ed immediately  but  have to be transfor med following these rules:  

 I f the method generates  a boolean, remove t he ôis õ prefix. 

 If the method generates anything else than a boolean, remove the ôget õ prefix. 

 Replace the initia l capita l letter wit h a lowercase letter.  

 Remov e t he opening  and c losing brackets.  

The PresentationContex t  method getWebsite( )  will become website ,  for instance.  To 

store the website object from the PresentationContext  in a  new var iable you c an wr ite :  

 

 

To request the object ID of the web init iative  you c an wr ite :  

 

 

The best way to make y ourself familiar with these expressions is to experiment wit h printing  

various properties of the presentationcontext , website  and page  objects, while looking the 

API Javadoc. A lot  can a lso be learned from looking at  the c leansite page.j sp .  

3.4  JSP Doõs and Donõts in GX Web Ma nage r  

As the JSP and W ebManager API a lso c onnect to ot her GX WebManager modules, such as the 

caching mechanism it is important to learn more about what you should and shouldnõt do while 

working with JSPs . If you neg lect this t he perfor mance of your site may  be signif icant ly s lower 

because the caching  or  personaliz at ion mec hanis ms  cannot  perfor m well wit h t he JSPs.  

GX WebManagerõs guidelines to use JSPs are the following: 

 Start ev ery JSP with the JSP directive:  

 

 Include only  those tag  libraries t hat are nec essary.  

 Avoid as  much as  possible non-XML-compliant  JSPs, such as : 

 

 GX uses JSP Version 2.0 which contains an improved version of the Expression Language 

(EL), and a llows t he above to be written as follows:  

 

 

<c:set var="myWebsite" value="${presentationcontext.website}" />  

${presentationcontext.website.id}  

<%@ page language="java" session="false" buffer="none" %>  

<a href="<c:out value="${element.title}" />">title</a>  

<a href="${element.title}">title</a>  
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 The c ontent of JSPs has t o c onfor m to the following  JSP c ode c onventions:  

o  Hhttp:// java.sun.com/developer/tec hnica lArtic les/ javaserverpages/code_conv ention  

o  Hhttp:// java .sun.com/docs/codeconv/ht ml/CodeConvTOC.doc.ht ml  

 

Donõts:  

 Very import: d onõt us e script lets (pieces of Java c ode) in your JSP.  This conflicts with 

the separat ion of cont ent, business logic and presentation and it may har m the cac hing  

mechanis m. 

 Donõt us e the <jsp:inc lude>  tag to inc lude a JSP, but the GX  WebManager a lternat ive:  

<wm:include Url url=òò/ >  

 Donõt mix WebManager sessions with common Java sessions 

 

 

http://java.sun.com/developer/technicalArticles/javaserverpages/code_convention
http://java.sun.com/docs/codeconv/html/CodeConvTOC.doc.html
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4  GX  WE BMANAGER P RESENT AT IONS  

4.1  Pro pert y  tag s  and  p res enta t ion  va riant s  

In order to use sty les suc h as fonts, images , or colors in a JSP, these sty les have to be spec if ied in 

the presentation descriptor.  This is done with a property tag under the pres entation tag.  This 

looks  as  follows (using  sample entries):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explanat ion of possible tags  under the p roperty tag:  

Tag Number  Description  

propertyname  

 

required  Name as it is used as identifier in the JSP.  

dis play-name 

 

required  Name as it is s hown in GX WebManager. 

datatype  

 

required  Select from: ôImageõ, ôColorõ, ôFontõ, ôButtonõ, ôPageõ, 

ôFrameWorkõ, ôBooleanõ, ôStringõ, and ôIntegerõ. 

default  

 

optional  If in GX W ebManager no sty le property is  connected to a 

presentat ion property, t he default  va lue is used.  

 

The ôColorõ, ôImageõ, ôFontõ, and ôButtonõ data types are used to retrieve style instances from 

GX W ebManager. The ôIntegerõ, ôStringõ, and ôBooleanõ data types allow configuring the JSPs 

further  without intervention of Java code.  

The standar d GX WebManager cont ent JSPF contains two presentat ion properties that specify the 

range of the elements t o be print ed as they relate to the separators.  This is not (any more) 

configured for the ôContentõ presentation model. 

The ôFrameWorkõ data type allows using GX WebManager framework on a JSP page, and the ôPageõ 

data ty pe a llows  passing  on a GX WebManager  page object  to t he JSP.  

 

The procedur e to define a property:  

1.  Go to the Format  > Design  menu.  

2.  Select  the [Presentation]  tab.  

3.  Select  the presentat ion that needs  the properties s et.  

4.  Create a presentation var iant .  

5.  Configure the des ired properties .  

 

<property>  

  <propertyname>bullet</propertyname>  

  <display - name>Bullet</display - name> 

  <datatype>Image</d atatype>  

  <default>/static/project/img/arrow.gif</default>  

</property>  


