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SUMMARY 

To promote a website, the e-cards functionality can be used.  This functionality allows visitors 

to send e-cards from that website.  The design of the page where th e e-cards are sent from, as 

well as the design of the e -mail that the recipient gets, can be adapted to the clientõs 

corporate style.  

 

 

PREREQUISITES 

Content Management  

 Basic Content Management  

 

 

RELATED TOPICS 

Connectivity Management  

 Advanced Forms  

 

 

VERSION CONTROL 

Version  Date Description  

1.0 February 1, 2008 Initial version 

1.01 February 26, 2008 Added document ID on title page 

1.02 August 19, 2008 Minor changes to line up with Dutch version 
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1 GENERAL 

1.1  Introduction 

The e-cards content element allows visitors to send e-cards. The submitted e-cards are 

maintained at a central place within GX WebManager. For each card, two pictures are stored: a 

small-format picture, also called a thumbnail,  and a regular-format picture. Visitors fill in a form  

to enter the e-cardõs mailing data and to send the e-card. This form is maintained in the 

Advanced Forms module. 

 

The website displays a number of images that a visitor can send as e-cards. For example: 
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When the visitor clicks an image, the image is displayed with a form to enter both addresses and a 

message: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the visitor clicks the [Send]  button, the e-card is sent as e-mail to the recipient. 
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1.2  Setting up an SMTP host  

To be able to send e-cards from a website, an SMTP host has to be set for that website: 

 

 Go to the GX WebManager setup tool (é /web/setup). 

 

 Select the [ General configuration ]  tab 

 

 In the section ôConfiguration Set Definition: application_settingsô, set 

the field ôsmtp_host õ. 

 

1.3  Installing the e-cards functionality  

Follow these steps to import the e-cards functionality including the standard form model for e-

cards: 

 

 Go to the GX WebManager setup tool (é /web/setup). 

 

 Select the [Content import]  tab 

 

 Import the file:  

 

webmanager - content / webmanager - ecard_form - 9. x . y .jar .  

 

A new category ôE-cardsõ, a new resource ôE-cardsõ, a new handling ôSend E-cardõ, and a 

new handler definition ôEcardHandlerõ are also installed. 

 

1.4  Modifying the standard e-cards form model  

You can modify (a copy of) the standard e-cards form model if the ôAdvanced Formsõ license 

component is present. For example, you can add a ôThank Youõ page behind the handling, change 

the order in which the fields appear, and modify the labels of the field. Additional detail falls 

beyond the scope of this document. 
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2 MAINTAINING THE E-CARDS 

To store the e-cards in the central e-card module, perform the following tasks: 

 

1. Creating labels.  To divide the e-cards into groups  

 

2. Creating e-cards. To load the e-card images with thumbnails in the central e-card 

module. 

 

2.1  Creating labels 

To keep the e-cards organized it is recommended that you divide them into groups such as 

birthday, holiday, greeting, condolence, and so forth. This subdivision is accomplished using 

labels. Perform the following steps: 

 

 Select the Maintain > E - cards  menu, [Labels]  tab. 

 

 Select ôCreate new e-card labelõ from the pull-down list: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 GX WebManager generates a random name for the new label. Change this label to 

something meaningful and then click [Apply] . 

 

 Create as many labels as desired. 
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2.2  Creating e-cards 

The first step in creating an e-card is to create a thumbnail for each e-card outside of GX 

WebManager. These thumbnails will be displayed at the front of GX WebManager on the overview 

page where the visitor selects an e-card. For a more pleasing presentation, it is recommended 

that you make all the thumbnails the same size. The format of an image can be modified using 

any image editor. 

 

To create e-cards, follow these steps: 

 

 Select [ E- card ]  from the Maintain > E - cards  menu. 

 

 Select ôNew e-cardõ from the pull-down list: 
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 Give the e-card a name and assign the groups this e-card belongs to by selecting the 

label created for it. Click [Apply] : 

 

 Retrieve the thumbnail and the e-card by clicking the [Browse]  buttons and selecting 

the image files. Click [Apply]:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Create as many e-cards as desired. 
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The available e-cards for each label are shown on the [Labels]  tab. For example: 
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3 USING E-CARDS 

When a website visitor clicks an e-card, the card is displayed with a form to enter names, 

addresses, a message, and so forth. When [Send]  is clicked, the card is mailed. The recipient 

receives an e-mail with the image and the message, or with a hyperlink. If, in the second case, 

the recipient clicks the hyperlink, a browser opens on the page with the image and the message.  

 

3.1  Setting up the page 

When the e-cards have been created in the central e-card module, the e-cards content element 

can be placed on a page: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For ôTitleõ, enter the default text to be displayed above the shown e-cards. 

 

 For ôAlternative textõ, enter a description for the e-card. This text is displayed in the 

text version of the e-mail as the image description. 

 

 Select the e-card form into which the mailing data will be entered. By default, this form 

is called ôEcardõ. 

 

 Do not  select ôSend as hyperlinkõ if the e-card should be sent by e-mail as an image with 

text. Select 'Send as hyperlink' if the e-card should be sent as a hyperlink. The link then 

refers to a page that contains the sent e-card and text. 
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Now you simply have to add the desired e-cards. This can be done in two ways: 

 Selecting e-cards individually. 

 

 Selecting e-cards groups by labels. 

 

3.1.1  Selecting e-card s individually  

 

 For ôAdd e-cardsõ, select the option ôindividualõ and save changes. 

 

 From the pull-down list next to ôE-cardsõ, select the desired cards one by one. Save 

changes after every selection. The content element might look like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The selected e-cards are displayed with the small image (thumbnail) of the e-card, the 

name of the e-card, and a ôDeleteõ checkbox. 
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At the website, the page will look like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note : The order in which the e-cards appear is the order in which they are selected on the e-

cards content element. 
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3.1.2  Selecting e-card s groups by labels  

 

 For ôAdd e-cardsõ, select the option ôby labelõ and save changes.  

 

 Select one or more labels and save changes. The content element might look like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the website, the page will look like the previous example where the e-cards were chosen 

individually. 
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3.2  Sending e-cards 

When the visitor clicks a card, the e-card form is opened where the mailing data can be entered: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the visitor clicks [Send],  the e-card is sent to the recipient and the visitor is returned to 

the e-cards page. It is also possible to jump to a Thank You page. This is explained in more detail 

in the 'Advanced Formsõ license component documentation. 

 

The recipient receives an e-mail containing the e-card message. The look and feel of the message 

itself is determined by the corporate style of the website. 
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3.3  Setting up a special e-card page 

It is also possible to show the e-cards on a page specially created for e-cards. By default, the 

individual e-cards (when they are sent and when they are viewed) are shown on the same page 

that contains the content element. 

 

A special e-card page can be made more interesting by adding extra information such as banners, 

announcements and links. 

 

First, the special e-card page has to be created in the site structure and can then be assigned 

from the menu Configure  > Web Initiative  configurati on , tab [ Special page s] : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After assigning a special e-card page, the e-card form will always be shown on this page. 

 

Attention : The special e-card page has to contain an e-cards element that has been set up 

identical to the ôoriginalõ e-cards element or else the form cannot be displayed. The correct e-

card form and the same images should be selected. 


