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SUMMARY  

An RSS feed allows unlocking data on a website so it can be used by others.  ôOthersõ can be 

visitors of the website or other websites.  Examples of RSS feeds are news feeds.  Reading web 

copy using an RSS reader saves the Internet user surf and search time.  Offering an RSS feed is 

called syndication ,  and using an RSS feed is called aggregation.  RSS stands for ôReally Simple 

Syndicationõ. 
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1  INTRODUCTION  

An RSS feed  allows making links to information on a website available to others.  ôOthersõ can be 

visitors of the website or other websites.  A website manager can, for example, include these links 

automatically in the homepage of his own website.  With an RSS reader, a visitor can retrieve the 

offered RSS and can see directly if new information has been posted on that website.  Examples of 

RSS feeds are news feeds. 

 

Reading web copy using an RSS reader saves the Internet user surf and search time. The programs 

are intended for Internet users who want to keep abreast of news in their fields of interest on the 

Internet.  RSS is used mainly for websites that are updated fr equently, such as news sites, 

community sites, and web logs.  

 

The websiteõs data is converted into a format that allows other websites or programs to show this 

information in their own environment.  Information offered in RSS format is called an RSS feed.  

 

Offering an RSS feed is called syndication and using an RSS feed is called aggregation. RSS stands 

for ôReally Simple Syndicationõ. 

 

Example of using RSS feeds on the Google.com site (the news from CNN.com is imported by 

reading in the RSS feed from CNN on the Google site) :  
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2  RSS SYNDICATION  

To offer an RSS feed, the following steps have to be taken:  

 

 Create a page with one or more content elements of the Page collection, Media list, 

and/or Media overview type.  

 

o Make sure the page is not visible in the navigation, because it should not be 

possible to surf directly to this page.  This can be indicated on the parent page 

at ôSubsequent pagesõ and ôDo not show in navigationõ. 

o Uncheck ôInclude in search engineõ, because it does not make any sense to show 

this page in the search results.  

 

 Next to ôPresentationõ, select ôRSS 2.0 feedõ or ôAtom 1.0 feedõ for the content elements 

that will be used for RSS feeds.  These are the defaults for RSS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On the File  > Properties > Design  menu, select next to ôPresentationõ also ôRSS 

2.0 feedõ or ôAtom 1.0 feedõ. Use the same default as the default for the content 

element:  
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Going directly to the page that holds the RSS feed will look like this:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The underlying page source looks like: 
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3  RSS AGGREGATION  

3.1  Using RSS feed on a page  

Select the page where  the RSS feed should be offered, from the Insert > Connectors > RSS 

Feed  menu. Add the RSS feed content element, give it a title, enter the correct URL, indicate 

which items should be shown and how often the information should be updated.  If the number of 

(news) items is not restrict ed, they will all be shown. I f no value is entered for the update 

frequency, content will always be retrieved when the page is req uested (see the next section for 

more information on this parameter).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://newsrss.bbc.co.uk  is an example of a website offering RSS feeds. Various feeds are 

available, such as news, sports, science, and gossip. 

 

The result will look like this:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://newsrss.bbc.co.uk/
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3.1.1  Update frequency  

 

The first time an RSS feed is requested, the contents of the RSS is saved on the page with a time 

stamp and then shown to the visitor.  

 

When the page is requested and, for example,  600 seconds has been entered for the update 

frequency, a check is run first to see if there is saved content less than 600 seconds old.  If there 

is, the content is shown.  If there is not, new content is retrieved from the provider, stored on the 

page, and shown to the visitor.  

 

If the update frequency is not entered, content is always retrieved from the provider.  This is not 

very efficient and annoying for the provider if this happens a lot.  It could even result in the 

requesting website being locked out.  
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3.2  Using RSS feed in Firefox  

To use an RSS feed directly, the following steps have to be taken:  

 

 Go to the website that offers the RSS feed.  In Mozilla Firefox, an orange icon that leads 

to the relevant RSS feeds appears on the right side of the status bar  or on the right of 

the URL: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Select the desired RSS feed. This RSS feed can also be added to the bookmarks: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From now on, this RSS feed can be viewed from the bookmarks in Mozilla Firefox:  
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Results in: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
















